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President’s Message 
I can’t believe we are halfway through 
the year, although it is clear that 
winter is upon us as the parkas have 
started to appear in Brisbane. We 
suffer when the temperature drops to 
5 °C at night! 

I am pleased to see that face-to-face 
conferences have commenced again 
this year and two special interest 
groups of the APPS have upcoming 
events. The 11th Australasian 
Soilborne Disease Symposium will be 

held at the Hilton Cairns on 1-5 August 2022 and the organisers have done a 
tremendous job in compiling a really stimulating program.The 14th Australasian Plant 
Virology Workshop will be held at little later in the year in Melbourne and will 
represent even greater value than normal as it is being run in conjunction with the 
Hemipteran-Plant Interaction Symposium. These smaller workshops are always 
great opportunities for post-graduate students and early career researchers to 
present conference papers and network with scientists across our region, and I 
encourage everyone working in those fields to attend.  

The APPS Management Committee has been busy planning for the future, most 
importantly development of a new 5-year strategic plan. We hope to release this plan 
in the next month or so and of course it is a living document, with the opportunity for 
everyone to contribute ideas. The two journals, Australasian Plant Pathology and 
Australasian Plant Disease Notes, are two important assets of the Society and we 
plan to do reviews of these journals to see how we can add even more value by 
increasing the diversity of paper categories (e.g. new genome announcements), and 
to ensure that these journals are the first choice destinations for plant pathology 
papers produced in Australasia. Who knows, new names might even be 
recommended for the journals! Lastly, we are trying to increase the lobbying role of 
the APPS and our first effort was feedback on the Draft National Biosecurity 
Strategy. I am happy to email a copy of this letter to those interested – just contact 
me. 

As I am writing this report, I have learnt the sad news that David Teakle has passed 
away. David was a very important part of the plant pathology community in 
Queensland, both as a university teacher and as a researcher. Some of his most 
notable research contributions related to plant virus transmission. In 1960, he made 
the very unexpected discovery that viruses could be transmitted by fungi, namely 
Tobacco necrosis virus by Olipidium brassicae, and this research was published in 
the very prestigious journal Nature. Again in 1987, he and his student revealed yet 
another mode of plant virus transmission, pollen transmission of Tobacco streak 
virus facilitated by thrips. The thrips carried virus-infected pollen, and the virus 
entered the plant through wounds created by the feeding action of the thrips. Having 
recently studied Sugarcane mosaic virus, I am also very aware of the pioneering 
working he did in characterising the different strains of this virus in Australia.  
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So soon after the passing of David Teakle, I again have to pass on the sad news that 
Gordon Purss has died on Thursday 30 June 2022. He was well into his 90s and 
living in a retirement home in Buderim. Gordon was Government Plant pathologist, 
Director of the Plant Pathology Branch of the Queensland Department of Primary 
Industries and later, Director of the Division of Plant Industries. Gordon was also the 
third President of the Australasian Plant Pathology Society and a Life Member. I 
never worked with Gordon but tales from my colleagues suggest he was a giant of 
Queensland plant pathology and a mentor to many. Here is a photograph of Gordon 
inspecting cowpeas (no doubt a susceptible line) affected by Phytophthora stem rot. 
I can pass on funeral details for those that wish to attend. Just contact me at 
a.geering@uq.edu.au. 

Until next time, stay well and it sounds like a good season to plan a skiing holiday! I 
am sure there will also be lots of plant disease with all this rainfall.  

 

Andrew Geering 

APPS President 

email: a.geering@uq.edu.au 

ph: +61-7-34432459 

 

 

 

Gordon Purss inspecting cowpeas 
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ISPP Bursary Fund 
In April this year, the APPS made a generous donation to the International Society of 
Plant Pathology (ISPP) Resilience Bursary for Plant Pathologists fund. Details of the 
contribution can be found in the letter from the society (appended on the next page). 

The fund is designed to provide practical emergency/refugee support for plant 
pathologists in need – with a current focus on those displaced by the conflict in 
Ukraine. Further details on the bursary and how you too can contribute can be found 
on the ISPP website. 
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New Members 
On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee would like to welcome the 
following new members: 

Title First Name Last Name Organisation 
Australia 
Ms Anna-Belle Clarke University of Queensland 
Mr Jahangir Khan University of Queensland 
Mrs Leny Pame University of Queensland 
Mr Noel Djitro La Trobe University 
New Zealand 
Miss Marissa McDonald Lincoln University 
Miss Simone Blackwood Lincoln University 
Ms Wendy Kentjens Lincoln University 

 

Dates for your Diary 
4th International Erwinia Workshop 

When: 2-3 July 2022 

Where: Assisi, Italy 

More information: www.icppb2020.com 

14th International Conference on Plant Pathogenic Bacteria 

When: 3-8 July 2022 

Where: Assisi, Italy 

More information: www.icppb2020.com 

12th International Workshop on Grapevine Trunk Diseases (ICGTD12) 

When: 11-15 July 2022 

Where: Mikulov, Czech Republic 

More information: ucanr.edu/sites/ICGTD/Workshops_559/ 

11th Australasian Soilborne Diseases Symposium 

When: 2-5 August 2022 

Where: Cairns, Queensland, Australia 

More information: asds2022.w.yrd.currinda.com 

International Phytobiomes Conference 2022 

When: 13-15 September 2022 

Where: Denver, Colorado, USA 

More information: phytobiomesconference.org 
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XX International Plant Protection Congress 

When: 10-15 June 2023 

Where: Athens, Greece 

More information: http://www.ippcathens2023.gr  

13th International Congress on Plant Biotechnology and Agriculture  

When: 12-16 June 2023 

Where: Cayo Guillermo, Cuba 

More information: www.icppb2020.com 

12th International Congress of Plant Pathology (ICPP2023)  

When: 20-25 August 2023 

Where: Lyon, France 

More information: http://www.icpp2023.org  

Seminar series – Online & Hybrid 
APPS New Zealand 

When: Ongoing 

Where: Online 

More information: Keep an eye out for Zoom invites sent through the APPS mailing list! 

APPS Queensland 

When: Ongoing 

Where: Online – recordings available on the Open Plant Pathology YouTubeAU channel 

More information: https://openplantpathology.org/#category:Qld-APPS_Seminars 

APPS Western Australia 

When: Ongoing, quarterly. Next one – 5 August 2022 

Where: Curtin University (room TBA) & Online 

More information: See the WA news below and keep an eye out for an e-invite. 

DAWE Australian Biosecurity & Environmental Biosecurity Webinar Series 

When: Ongoing 

Where: Online – live and recordings 

More information: https://www.awe.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/australia/public-
awareness/webinar-series 

https://haveyoursay.awe.gov.au/2021-environmental-biosecurity-webinars 
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Regional news from NSW 

Nematode Masterclass 
In the first week of June the NSW DPI Plant Health Diagnostic Service (PHDS) and 
the University of Sydney facilitated a masterclass entitled “Identification and 
quantification of plant-parasitic nematodes for diagnostic purposes”, run by 
Drs Graham and Marcelle Stirling at the University of Sydney.  

Apart from several members of the PHDS team, the 24 participants included other 
public servants, university staff and students, and some private industry consultants. 
The range of topics covered included soil sampling procedures; nematode extraction 
and quantification; key nematode pests; morphological identification of commonly 
occurring plant-parasitic nematodes to genus level; damage thresholds; 
interpretation of results from diagnostic samples; and nematode biosecurity. The 
course involved lots of hands-on work interspersed with interesting lectures by 
Graham which were packed with practical examples and advice. 

Thanks to some financial support from the Crawford Fund and APPS, we were also 
able to hold a networking event at a groovy (disco ball included) bar in Redfern 
where participants could bond and reflect on their enthusiasm for nematodes.  

The class was a fantastic opportunity to learn from two of Australia’s eminent 
nematologists with many decades of experience in research, diagnostic services and 
helping growers improve their disease management. We sincerely thank Graham 
and Marcelle for their incredible generosity and wish them well as they continue their 
travels around the country delivering masterclasses. 

 

Andrew Daly and Sophia Callaghan 

NSW DPI Plant Health Diagnostic Service 

 

Regional news from NSW 
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Everybody say “nematodes”! 

 

 

Graham advising Harry while he attempts a morphological ID. 
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L: (David) Guest appearance to thank our trainers and discuss future master 
classes. Yes Please! 

R: Spiral nematode doing its thing. 

 

 

Participants enraptured by one of Graham’s lectures. 
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Regional news from NZ North 

New post-entry quarantine greenhouses for New Zealand 
Ministry for Primary Industries’ Plant Health and Environment Laboratory (PHEL) is 
currently the sole provider of level 3B post entry quarantine (PEQ) facilities in New 
Zealand. This high-level quarantine is required to house high-risk and high value 
imported germplasm (e.g. Prunus, Malus, Vitis) to ensure that it is free from 
unwanted plant pathogens before the material is released to the country.  

Industry demand far exceeds the level 3B space that is currently available. To 
increase PHEL’s capacity, a new PEQ facility is under construction in Auckland and 
is expected to be completed in April 2023. The bookings for the 12 new units should 
open in late 2022.  

 

Artist’s rendering of the new PEQ greenhouse currently under construction. 

 

For more news from PHEL, see our latest newsletter. 

 

Merje Toome (Senior Scientist, Mycology & Bacteriology) and Eloise Hollins 
(Scientist, PEQ & Botany) 

Ministry for Primary Industries’ Plant Health and Environment Laboratory 

Regional news from NZ North 
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Regional news from NZ South 

PhD Precis: Microbiome structure and function of 
“disease-escape grapevines” 
Damola Adejoro is currently undertaking a PhD at Lincoln University funded by the 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment’s Strategic Science Investment 
Fund (SSIF) through Plant & Food Research Ltd, Lincoln. His research is supervised 
by Professor Eirian Jones (Lincoln University), Associate Professor Hayley 
Ridgway (Lincoln University and Plant & Food Research Ltd, Lincoln) and Dr Simon 
Bulman (Plant & Food Research Ltd, Lincoln), with Dion Mundy (Plant & Food 
Research Ltd, Blenheim) in an advisory role. 

Damola is researching the microbiome structure and function of “disease-escape 
grapevines” - grapevines thriving in an environment where there is heavy pressure of 
grapevine trunk diseases. Many microorganisms, especially bacteria, have a bad 
reputation because of their association with diseases, however, the fact is that only a 
tiny proportion of microorganisms cause problems.  

Grapevine trunk diseases (GTDs) are one of the gravest threats to the continued 
profitability of wine producers, not only in New Zealand but also in other grape-
growing regions across the globe. These diseases are caused by a complex of fungi, 
and their control is difficult. Unfortunately, there is currently no approved fungicide for 
their eradication. Due to limited control options for GTDs, researchers have sought 
alternative control strategies, including sustainable biological controls. Damola is 
trying to manipulate the microbiome, or the whole microbial community of the 
grapevine trunk, as a means of controlling GTDs.  

The microbiome is crucial to the health and productivity of plants. Recently, a key 
international work identified grapevines that could escape Pierce’s disease, and this 
was linked to microbiome function. Anecdotal evidence from New Zealand growers 
and data from grapevine trunk disease mapping in Hawke’s Bay and Marlborough 
have also suggested that some grapevines can escape trunk diseases. These 
healthy vines growing robustly among diseased vines are defined as disease-escape 
grapevines. Damola’s study is aimed at identifying the collections of microorganisms 
within these disease-escape grapevines and seeing if we can use them to protect 
other vines against GTD fungi.  

Damola identified candidate disease-escape grapevines across vineyards in the 
Marlborough, Hawke’s Bay and Canterbury regions in New Zealand. Samples were 
taken from these vines and their diseased neighbours. They were then compared in 
their microbial communities by identified microorganisms in the lab and DNA 
metabarcoding to simultaneously identify numerous microorganisms (more than we 
can ever grow in the lab) in the communities. These two approaches complement 

Regional news from NZ South 
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each other, giving us data about the microbial communities and providing microbial 
isolates that we can study as inoculants. 

Damola is currently doing pathology assays on grapevine plants inoculated with the 
microorganisms from disease-escape vines. He will monitor the growth of the 
microorganisms over a season to see if they can establish and keep out trunk 
disease pathogens. By the end of the research he would like to have a cocktail of the 
beneficial microbes that together can reduce the damage caused by GTDs. 

 

Note - The following article (edited) originally featured in “New Zealand Winegrower 
June/July 2022”* pp. 38-39. 

 

 
PhD candidate Damola Adejoro inspects grapevines in the glasshouse 
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Regional news from SA 

Allen Kerr celebrates 96th birthday 
Emeritus Professor Allen Kerr celebrated his 96th birthday in May – celebrating the 
occasion with other APPS Presidential Alumni, Drs John Randles and Eileen Scott at 
a lunch at the Waite campus. 

The society extended birthday wishes through a formal letter from APPS President 
Dr Andrew Geering (see next page). 

Like many a retired plant pathologist, Allen still maintains a keen interest in plant 
pathology and the society – noting his continued interest in crown gall, especially on 
grapevines, in correspondence with our President. 

Dr John Randles also proudly noted the long history of the Waite Research Institute 
keeping APPS active and vibrant at the site for 53 years - with a plaque maintained 
in the University of Adelaide Club dining room commemorating Prof. Noel Flentje 
who became Deputy Vice-Chancellor, and who Allen and he remembered as Head 
of Department of Plant Pathology. 

 

 

Emeritus Professor Allen Kerr celebrates his 96th birthday at a lunch with APPS 
Presidential Alumni, Drs John Randles and Eileen Scott 

Regional news from SA 
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You can learn more of Allen’s significant career and legacy online – and don’t forget 
to nominate your best and brightest PhD candidates when awards time rolls around 
for the Allen Kerr prize – awarded each year for the most outstanding PhD research 
in plant pathology. 
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Regional news from TAS 

2021 APPS biennial conference – the Tassie perspective 

Snapshot from Tasmania 

A belated Tasmanian summary of some key activities from the 2021 APPS 
conference held online from Nov 23-26th to an audience of more than 440 delegates 
with the theme of ‘Stay Connected for Plant Health’.  

Many students and staff from Tasmania had a direct involvement in the conference 
through assisting on the management committee, participation in the conference as 
a presenter or assistance in chairing concurrent and specialist sessions.  

Assoc. Prof. Kara Barry was the conference convenor with feedback coming back to 
the conference committee (through surveys and direct feedback) indicating a 
successful and enjoyable event was enjoyed by the majority of participants that 
attended. A sincere thankyou to Kara, the organising committee, the conference 
organizers – Conference Design, all the sponsors, and all those who played a part in 
this event, be it volunteers or participants. 

 

 

Conference convenor, Assoc Prof. Kara Barry ready for the conference. 

  

Regional news from TAS 
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Presentations from Tasmanian participants 

Over the duration of the conference there were 6 keynote invited addresses, 24 
concurrent oral sessions and three interactive poster sessions. Tasmanians who 
presented their work included: 

Keynote:  

Prof. Calum Wilson – Novel strategies for controlling powdery scab in potatoes 

 

Oral concurrent presentations: 

Muhammad Umar - Diversity of poleroviruses in Tasmanian pea crops 

Brianna Walker - Influence of biofumigation and green manuring on temporal 
ecosystem dynamics of vegetable cropping soil microbiome 

Phil Kay - Soil health indicators and soil microbiomes 

Dharushana Thanabalasingam - Evaluating the impact of primary and secondary 
inoculum on systemic downy mildew spread in opium poppy 

Assoc. Prof Kara Barry - What options do organic growers have during a biosecurity 
incursion? A case study with blueberry rust 

Xinxin Song - Positioning strip trials for robust evaluation of spatially variable 
responses to crop protection practices in vineyards 

Heru Indrayadi - Cross-inoculation of commercial agriculture tree species, native and 
non-native species with isolates collected from different host species 

Eda Barsalote-Wei - Characterization of potato rhizosphere bacteria capable of 
degrading metabolites linked to germination of Spongospora subterranea resting 
spores and their impact on potato root exudate profile and plant growth 

 

Poster presentations: 

Sadegh Balotf - Spore germination of the obligate biotroph Spongospora 
subterranea: transcriptome analysis reveals dormant spore and germination 
associated genes. 

Xian Yu - An in vitro bioassay for rapid screening of potato cultivars for resistance to 
powdery scab disease based on observations of root attachment by pathogen 
zoospores. 

Chiranthika Sinhalagoda - Screening clones of native pepper (Tasmannia 
lanceolata) for resistance against Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Conference dinner 

A successful conference dinner was enjoyed by 16 participants which included 
delegates, partners, and the conference organizers. Thanks to the Tas APPS 
regional group for providing funding to support student attendance at this event. 
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Tasmanian participants at the local Tas APPS dinner held during the APPS 
conference (Nov 2021) 

 

Compiled by Kara Barry and Robert Tegg 

For further information email Robert.Tegg@utas.edu.au 
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Regional news from VIC 

APPS2021 Conference dinner (better late than never) 
On 24 November 2021, an enthusiastic group of 24 Victorians gathered tentatively 
for our first in-person meeting in a very long while. We gathered to celebrate with 
those that presented on-line at the conference that week and to renew 
acquaintances and have a good catch up. 

The venue was at the Cloister Garden at Ascot Vale Uniting Church where we’d 
hoped to have a bit of a picnic, but as the weather was not cooperating, we stayed 
indoors. We enjoyed excellent food provided by the Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre’s Catering group consisting of a buffet of South Indian Curry, Ethiopian red 
lentils, Malaysian rendang curry and salads. 

 

 

Victorian APPS members gather for a belated APPS2021 Conference dinner 

 

After dinner we joined online members who were gathering in different locations for 
their own conference dinner. There was a group of 8 at Deakin, one member from 
Horsham as well as 2 or 3 individuals calling in from home. We presented APPS 
medals to Kim Plummer (online from Perth) and Jacky Edwards (online from 
Melbourne) who weren’t able to come in person. Our APPS ambassador award was 
also awarded to Helen Hayden for her diligent promotion of APPS via social media. 

 

Regional news from VIC 
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APPS2021 awards were presented following the dinner – with members dialling in 
from numerous locations 

 

A highlight of the dinner was the desert competition (check out the photos on the 
next page!).  Members were invited to bring a disease-themed dessert and we had 
fun voting in an online poll.   

1. Bacterial Streak cheese cake by Grace Sun – winner “Best overall” and “Most 
accurate scientific representation” 

2. Apothecia cake by Alicia Hetherton – winner “Most original” and tied for “Tastiest 

3. Mystery Mixed infection by Candace Elliott – tied for “Tastiest” 

4. Peanut Smut spores by Catriona Woods – runner up in “most accurate scientific 
representation” and “Tastiest” 

 

Given that the voting categories were rather hastily put together, the results don’t 
really reflect how close the voting was nor how delicious they all were. 

Early in 2021 we had planned to have a field day which was cancelled due to the 
upswing in COVID at the time, so we really hope to be 3rd time lucky with a field tour 
in 2023.  We are tentatively planning a gathering at Post Entry Quarantine during 
Science week August 13-21st. 

 

Candace 

Regional Councillor Victoria 
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A highlight of the dinner was the desert competition.  Members were invited to bring 
a disease-themed dessert and we had fun voting in an online poll.   
5. Bacterial Streak cheese cake by Grace Sun – winner “Best overall” and “Most 

accurate scientific representation” 
6. Apothecia cake by Alicia Hetherton – winner “Most original” and tied for “Tastiest 
7. Mystery Mixed infection by Candace Elliott – tied for “Tastiest” 
8. Peanut Smut spores by Catriona Woods – runner up in “most accurate scientific 

representation” and “Tastiest” 
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Regional news from WA 

WA APPS Quarterly Seminars off to an engaging start 
The first of the WA APPS quarterly seminar series got off to a great start in April – 
with two great talks by Professor Jacqueline Batley (UWA) and Dr Kylie Ireland 
(DPIRD). 

Prof. Batley presented “A walk on the wild side: understanding disease resistance in 
Brassicas”. An incredible talk detailing decades of work and advancement in her 
lab’s understanding of Brassica genomes, with a focus on characterising disease 
resistance genes. This understanding can now be applied to breeding and plant 
protection strategies for key crops such as canola – enhancing global food security. 

Dr Ireland presented “When good things don’t come in small packages – 
Polyphagous shot-hole borer in WA”. Detailing the biology and impacts of PSHB and 
its Fusarium fungal symbiont, Kylie opened the lid on “response-land” and how the 
beetle is impacting WA stakeholders. She closed with a reminder to report anything 
new or suspect to DPIRD (or your local state agency) – every report helps us to 
protect Aussie agriculture and environments! 

The talks were well attended in person and online – allowing people all over the state 
(and country) to engage with the series. 

 

 
Prof. Jacqueline Batley presents on understanding brassica disease resistance at the first 
WA APPS Quarterly Seminars in April 2022 

Regional news from WA 
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If you’ve not visited Curtin or the CCDM recently (or ever), it’s a great chance to see 
what the fuss is all about. If you ask nicely, they may even be able to organise a 
short tour  . And, there are always a few takers for a social catch up afterward!  

Anyone interested to present their work at the APPS WA quarterly seminar series is 
welcome to contact Fatima Naim, fatima.naim@curtin.edu.au 

Plus - see below for deets of the next event! 

 

Second WA APPS Seminar – 5 August 2022 

The Bentley Ag & Bio Seminar Series (BABSS) – APPS Seminar #2 

Professor Treena Burgess (Murdoch University) & Dr Mark Derbyshire (CCDM, Curtin University) 

When: 5 August 2022 

Where: Curtin University (room TBA) & Online. 

Local members are welcome to attend in person and others can watch using the link that 
will be sent out with the flyer. 

Hosted by the Centre for Crop and Disease Management (CCDM) 

More information: APPS Invitation to follow in late July.  

BABSS are every Friday (3-4pm). Talks span the agricultural and biological sciences, with 
plenty of plant pathology on offer! 

For further information or to join the mailing list for the BABSS Seminars, contact Josh 
Mylne - josh.mylne@curtin.edu.au 

 

  



 

23   APPS August 2021 Vol 34 No. 2 

 

CCDM looks ahead five more years 
The Curtin University-based Centre for Crop and Disease Management has recently 
been awarded a further five-year investment of $30 million by the Grains Research 
and Development Corporation (GRDC). 

With co-investment by GRDC and Curtin since 2014, CCDM will continue to focus on 
wheat, barley, pulses and canola, working with industry to find new ways to reduce 
the economic impact of crop disease for Australian growers.  

Thanks to the investment, CCDM researchers can now look ahead a further five 
years, with research projects focusing on advances in pre-breeding genetic 
resistance in varieties, fungicide resistance and farming systems management. 

 

 
(L-R): Curtin University Deputy Vice-Chancellor Research Professor Chris Moran, 
Curtin University Vice-Chancellor Professor Harlene Hayne, GRDC Chairman John 
Woods, CCDM Director Professor Mark Gibberd and GRDC Managing Director Nigel 
Hart at the recent CCDM celebration event. 

 




